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CHAPTER XII.

UNIVERSALITY  OF  THE   CHRISTIAN  REPUBLIC.

WE discover, then, that Christ's society resembles other
political societies in requiring from its members a dis-
interested devotion and patriotism. But to understand
its essential nature it is necessary to know, not in what
respects it resembles other things of the same kind,
but in what respects it differs from them. We must
therefore continue our investigation until we discover
this difference.

It is one of the most obvious features of the Sermon on
the Mount that it treats men as standing in the relation
of brothers to one another under a common Father in
heaven. Let us consider what is involved in this.

The earliest condition of mankind of which we have
any knowledge was one of perpetual war. Homer de-
scribes a state of society in which a man was safe in the
possession of his lands and flocks only so long as there
was strength enough in his right arm to defend them.
As soon as the primitive man began to grow old and to
lose his vigour, there was danger that his neighbours
would drive his cattle and encroach upon his estate,
Ulysses in the early part of his wanderings, before he
has lost his fleet and army, lands on the Thracian coast,
and finds a city. He instantly sacks it and kills all the